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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
As I look back and reflect on 
this year, a distinct thread runs 
through my thoughts and it all 
centres on the symbolism of 
a tree. A Roedean year in our 
lives all begins with Foundation 
Day in March. It was a delightful 
day, as custom would have it, 
and the first Foundation Day 
for Murray Thomas, Roedean’s 
new Executive Head, and me. 
It began with chapel, tea on 
Pleasance, the AGM, tennis 

and squash matches between Old Girls and current 
pupils, drinks, photos, and a lunch in a hall filled with 
nostalgia. We had a big Forty Years On group who, as 
tradition has it, receives a gift from SAORA. They all 
received silver ‘tree of life’ bracelets, and a message 
to encourage them to remember their roots and stay 
connected. 

Little did we know at the time, but that was our last 
tea under the huge pin oak tree on Pleasance. It was 
with tears in our eyes that we had to bid farewell to the 
majestic pin oak, as it was dying and had to be 
chopped down during the April holidays. The tree had 
an appropriate send off, as all the girls, teachers, and 
members of the broader community wrote a message 
on a huge ribbon that Nicky Fyall made. The ribbon 
now has a special place in our archives.

Returning to school in May rendered most of us 
speechless: the gap on Pleasance was astonishing. 
I don’t think many of us appreciated the size of that 
great tree and the gap it would leave in our lives. So 
much happened under those branches – oh, the stories 
it could tell! A sycamore maple tree has been planted 
in its place. For me, our pin oak represented the strong 
roots of our Founders and the branches were the 
representation of how Roedean had grown from 
strength to strength and flourished over the years. 
The roots also represent our roots as Old Girls and the 
many branches and leaves reflect our lives, as we have 
grown and gone our separate ways, but yet are all still 
connected, whether we are 18 or 98 years old.

We held our annual Croquet Challenge for the Form Is 
in April and they arrived dressed up to try to win points 
for their house. Scott, very proudly, won the cup for the 
second time since the event’s inception. Our intention 
is to expose the Form Is to some of our rich history 

and traditions in a ‘fun’ way. We are attempting to give 
them a ‘grounding’ and the realization that Roedean is 
so much more than just a school.

SAORA hosted the ‘Welcome to SAORA’ breakfast for 
the Matrics just after half term and each matric was 
also given a silver ‘tree of life’ bracelet. I gave a speech 
that highlighted that the roots of the tree symbolized 
the foundations that their Roedean education has 
given them and that the branches represented their 
blossoming futures as they grow and expand their 
wings to lead significant lives and start contributing to a 
wider society. I urged them to wear their bracelets and 
remember their school days in years to come. It’s hard 
to appreciate when one first leaves school, but one’s 
formative years, spent at Roedean, definitely stands 
one in good stead. I also highlighted the fact that 
they now belong to a network of remarkable women 
spread across the globe. I have urged them to use this 
network and stay in contact, as personal networks 
are vitally important - successful people are ‘properly 
networked’.

The breakfast was followed by the Varsity Orientation 
Talk for the Matrics, where Old Girls, who are currently 
at university talked about varsity life. These Old Girls 
were from local universities, as well as from MIT, The 
National Institute of Design in Ahmedabad, India, and 
The Sciences Po in Paris. It is exciting to see Old Girls 
looking further afield and living their lives at large. 

Dates to remember: on 29 July, the ‘Heritage Cocktail 
Party’ in Cape Town is being held, and Murray Thomas 
and I would love you to join us. A Blooming Affair is 
around the corner on 7  October. Please come and 
support us, as we showcase the Roedean gardens 
and offer a day of shopping and gourmet delights, the 
proceeds of which enable us to support our community 
partners and charities. When you visit, please walk 
down to The St Margaret’s Block and see the beautiful 
stained glass window and garden which SAORA 
donated to the school. Also take the time to enjoy a 
quiet moment under the cork tree opposite the pool 
and appreciate the paving and gardens SAORA has 
funded. Lastly, SAORA is proud to be a co-sponsor 
of the Wilds Precinct Project, which maintains the 
security, and keeps the pavements  and gardens tidy 
around Roedean, St John’s and The Wilds.

To round off my tree theme, please stay in contact and 
stay connected; these friendships and networks really 
do last a life time, but they need to be nurtured and 
grown!

Lindsay Lawrence
President: SAORA

Croquet Challenge winners

Moira, Lindsay & Peta 
beside the pin oak

Stained-glass window 
& garden
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Lindsay Lawrence 

President SAORA
Amanda Sebolai 

Secretary & Vice President
Dominique 

Laroque 
Treasurer

Sallyann 
Fitzpatrick Niven

Social Media & Board Rep

Sasha Martalas
Fundraising & Trust Rep

Brett Jury
Board Rep

Shiela Lubega
Cape Town 

Liaison

Buhle Ndaba
High School 

Liaison

Jane 
Bussion-Street

Records

Peta Woolcott 
Archives

Parveen Abdulla
Junior School 

Liaison

Anthea 
Marinakos

Varsity Orientation

Samantha Peck
Networking 

& Events

Catherine 
Gadd-Claxton

Networking & Finance

Moira Golden
Alumni Officer

Tendani 
Mulaudzi
High School

Liaison

Nicky Fyall
Digital Archives

www.saora.org.za 
for all the latest SAORA news, and also ‘like’ us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com-SAORA-South African Old Roedeanian Association.

Note from the Alumni Officer
I would like to hear your stories:  please send me your news of marriages, births, and loss of loved ones, for our records.  

Send us your photos and success stories of where you are in life –
 I would love to share them and include them in our newsletters.

Email  Moira Golden at:   mgolden@roedeanschool.co.za

Please remember to visit the SAORA website
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Foundation Day Saturday 4 March 2017

More than 180 Old Roedeanians gathered from all over the world, from 
countries such as Russia, Canada, the United Kingdom, New Zealand, 
and Australia, on Foundation Day, Saturday, 4 March, to celebrate the 
school’s 114th birthday.  Reunion groups across the decades gathered 
together, and much chatter and laughter filled the air, as old friendships were 
celebrated and re-kindled. The day started with a chapel service, followed 
by sports matches between Old Girls and Matrics, followed by the AGM 
and a delicious lunch. The following staff members became Honorary Old 
Girls, after service to the school for 10 years: Adele Anderson, Jelena 
Conkic-Dedic, Sue Leahy, Sue Price, and  Ralf Schmitt.

Sue Adams, from the class of 1977, said, “We are so proud to be part of 
this strong group of women who look even better than they did 40 years 
ago and have achieved and continue to achieve in their most interesting 
lives. What a privilege to be able to maintain these connections and 
friendships.”

This celebration of friendship, history, and tradition is one of the many 
elements that makes Roedean so special, as it culminates in generations 
of Old Girls’ networking and sharing a common love and appreciation for 
Roedean and their time spent here.

One of the highlights of the day occured when The South African Old 
Roedeanian Association  donated R100 000 to the Roedean Academy and 
R20 000 to the Link@Yeoville from funds generated from the garden-and-
craft-day fundraiser, A Blooming Affair.

A big “Thank You” to Martine de la Harpe (Matric 1979), who kindly 
arranged the beautiful flowers in the chapel and the hall.

Comments on Foundation Day:

Thank you so much for the absolutely lovely lunch and afternoon which I 
had the privilege of experiencing: for you, it must be old hat, but for me 
as an ‘outsider’ it was a very special eye-opener to see and know what 
SAORA stands for and does. Knowing that I have two daughters who will 
be part of this very special group of ladies, going forward in their lives, 
made me realise why Roedean is such a special school and makes me 
even more glad that they chose it. Your organisation and attention to all 
the details (even though I know you said you have a wonderful team) was 
exceptional to experience. Thank you once again — it was so lovely!

Mrs Theodora Janse van Rensburg (Mother of Althea, Matric 2017)

Thank you so much to you and your team for such a lovely Foundation 
Day on Saturday. It was a very special and happy occasion for our 20-year 
reunion! The tables looked lovely and the food was delicious & singing the 
songs was such fun! Winning the squash and receiving the trophy was an 
added bonus!

Ginny Osborne (née Quiding) (Matric1997) 

it was a truly memorable and wonderful day with I think 26 of us out of 
about 50 getting together. Thank you too to the SAORA ladies and all the 
organisers for putting on such a glorious day.

Michaela Carr (Matric 1977)
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10 Years On 5 Years On

Sasha Martalas, Sandy McCallum, Lindsay 
Lawrence

Murray Thomas & 
Lindsay Lawrence

Right: 
Marg Taylor 

& Bev Thorn
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Foundation Day in London and Cape Town

A big “Thank You” once again to Natalie Immelman (Matric 2003) for 
organising a successful get-together of over 30 Old Roedeanians in 
London, and to Anita Lourandos (Matric 2001) who organised a lovely tea 
for the Old Roedeanians in Cape Town.  Anita had this to say:

The Old Girls of Roedean currently residing in Cape Town, met, once again, 
on Foundation Day this year to reminisce and celebrate our beloved school. 

Within the stained-glass interior of the Conservatory Room, at a local 
favourite Starke Ayres in Rosebank, the ladies enjoyed tea and scones, 
followed by an informative talk by a Mr Richard Morris, restaurant owner 
and expert in horticulture. Reliving stories of the heads of school, teachers,
and students, we were all transported back to a common place where 
names like Pleasance, Bears Lawn, Sumner, and the like, all brought 
corners and turns of the school back to life again in memory.
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Class of 1983 London

Cape Town

Right:
Carolyn Greenwood, 
Helen Norman-Duke, 

Cecily Dodwell-Roper, 
AnnekePhenning

in London

London
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Foundation Day 

24 February 2018 

For further details, please visit the SAORA website: www.saora.org.za  

SAVE THE DATE 
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2013 5 YEARS ON Melissa Flemming FLMMEL001@myuct.
ac.za 

2008 10 YEARS ON Christine Moeketsi, moeketsi.cm@gmail.com

Thuto Makoko Mtmakoko@gmail.com

2003 15 YEARS ON Lesoko Seabe, lesoko@gmail.com

Anthea  Poulos anthea.poulos@gmail.
com

1998 20 YEARS ON Natalie Raiher natalieleclezio@gmail.
com

1988 30 YEARS ON Julia Phillips Julia@joubertfamily.com

1978 40 YEARS ON We are looking for an organiser

1973 45 YEARS ON Lucienne Raab Lucienne@ffmeat.co.za

1968 50 YEARS ON Julia Pienaar juliapienaar@gmail.com

1958 60 YEARS ON Dot Priest Priest.dave@gmail.com

Gill Brown

FOUNDATION DAY 2018 REUNION ORGANISERS

B O O K S  W A N T E D
I am gathering second-hand books for the sale at A 
Blooming Affair – 7 October 2017. Please go through 
your bookshelves and box up all your unwanted books 
– all categories, CDs, DVDs and videos. You can drop 
them off at either the Junior School or the Senior 
School Office. If you are in St Margaret’s – please give 
them to your class teacher and I will arrange to have 
them brought up to the Senior School for storage. 
All books that are not sold on the day are given to 
Animals in Distress for their book sales.

Mrs P Woolcott, 083 925 5143

Please pay:   R120.00  
Account Name: SAORA 
Bank:   Standard Bank 
Account Number:  002061058 
Reference:  Cocktail & Surname 

RSVP:  
SAORA by 21 July latest 
Phone: 011 647 3203                      
email: SAORA@roedeanschool.co.za 

The South African Old Roedeanian Association 
 

 invites you to join your Old Roedeanian friends 
 

At a Cocktail Party 
At the Andros Hotel 

on 
Saturday 29 July 

At 17h30 
Venue: The Andros Hotel 
Corner Phyllis & Newlands Road 
Claremont, Cape Town 

07 October 2017
09h00 – 16h00

A BLOOMING AFFAIR
 is an annual event of one day only that can 
be enjoyed by all the family. It includes a 

craft market, food stalls, tea and 
‘champagne’ gardens.  

DATE: 7 October 2017
Entry: R50 per person

Time: 9am - 4pm

Talk by Digby Ricci at 11h30: 
 “Treasures to be discovered: Women writers 

who may need an introduction!”
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Matric ‘Welcome to SAORA’ Breakfast
The 2017 Matrics were welcomed into the SAORA at a breakfast function held on Tuesday, 4 July. Lindsay 

Lawrence, President of SAORA, gave a short talk about the aims and values of the SAORA, emphasising the 
importance of the Old Girl network, and how this network can play a role in the Matrics’ future.  Each girl was 

given a ‘Tree of Life’ bracelet, which symbolizes the strong roots of the Roedean community.

Girls with offers to study at overseas universities-

Georgina Sennett
University of 

Edinburgh, Scotland
Bristol University, 

England
University of St 

Andrews, Scotland
Durham University, 

England

Charné Vermaak
University of St 

Andrews, Scotland
Bristol University, 

England
University of 

Edinburgh, Scotland
Durham University, 

England

Bianca 
Beekhuizen
Utrecht University, 
Netherlands

Tatum Butler
University of 

Bristol, England
University of 
Nottingham, 

England
King’s College, 

England
University of 

Exeter, England

Jemma Williams
St Thomas 

University, Canada
Assumption College, 

USA
Notre Dame De 

Namur, USA

Alexandra 
Breckenridge

University of 
Pennsylvania, USA

University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland

Laura Robinson
University of 

Melbourne, Australia
University of Denver, 
USA (International and 

Chancellor Scholarships)

Georgia Williams
Durham University, England
University of Edinburgh, 
Scotland
University of Exeter, England
University of Bristol, England
University of Leeds, England

Malaika Motlana 
was awarded the 

Allan Gray 
Fellowship for 2017. 

       lass of 
      2 0 1 6C

The breakfast was followed by an informal, but informative talk about varsity life, 
presented by a group of ‘younger’ Old Girls, all of whom are currently at university. 
Thank you to the following Old Girls for giving up their time to speak to the Matrics:

Tendani Mulaudzi (2010) (Wits & UCT)

Jessica Jones (2014), National Institute of Design in India 

Tshepi Marishane (2010) (UP)  

Mohlokoa (Nunu) Ngoasheng (2010) (NYU)

Sarah Jenkins (2012) (UCT) 

Chariklia Martalas (2015) (Wits) 

Olivia Coombes (2010) (Stellenbosch) 

Anthea Marinakos (2012) (Wits)
Sarah Jenkins, Chariklia Martalas,
 Anthea Marinakos, Buhle Ndaba
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Camilla Antonie 
(Matric 2007)
After matriculating in 2007, Camilla 
studied a BA (English Language and 
Literature, Philosophy) at UCT, after 
which she obtained her Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education, specialising in 
English (also from UCT). In her final year 
of studying education, she worked as a 
facilitator at Forres Preparatory School in 
Cape Town. After completing her studies 
at the end of 2013, Camilla moved to 
northern Thailand where she worked 
for the Chiang Mai branch of the Burma 
Study Centre, a non-profit organisation 

that develops education and social-welfare projects to support youth from 
Burma, including migrants and refugees, and to encourage people around 
the world to become more educated, aware, and active in the struggle for 
peace and freedom in Burma. Camilla returned to Johannesburg in 2016 
and joined Roedean as an English support teacher. She was appointed as 
a full-time English teacher in 2017.

Pat Brink (Senior Mistress 1989-1998)
After eight years as head at Kingsmead, Pat “retired” to assist her husband 
in his agricultural research business on a small holding in Schoemanskloof 
in 2007. During this period, she undertook mentorship for IQAA, assisting 
ISASA schools to conduct their six-yearly internal evaluations. In 2017, she 
took up the role of ISASA Regional Director for Limpopo, Mozambique, 
Swaziland and Mpumalanga, as Lyn Nelson had to retire. Lyn Nelson did 
such passionate work recruiting schools for ISASA, that the area has grown 
too big for one person to manage, so Pat will no longer be responsible
for Limpopo in the near future.Pat looks forward to continued interaction 
with former colleagues, as well as to engage with the myriad of new (and 
different!) schools that have joined the ISASA brand. 

Gabriella Craddock (Matric 2009)
After graduating from Roedean (SA) in 2009, Gabriella studied make-up, 
beauty, and special-effects make-up for film for two years. At the end 
of 2011, she was accepted by Savannah College of Art & Design in 
Savannah, Georgia, USA. At the end of 2016, Gabriella graduated Magna 
Cum Laude with a B.F.A in Production Design. She currently works for a 

company called IDEA Orlando. This company mainly designs ports of call 
in the Caribbean for major cruise lines, such as MSC, Disney Cruise Line, 
and Royal Caribbean International.

Susan Gaylard (Matric 1991)
Susan Gaylard, Associate Professor of Italian Studies, 
has been awarded three fellowships for the upcoming 
year! Professor Gaylard has won the Renaissance 
Society of America-Kress Bodleian Library fellowship 
for research at the Bodleian Library at the University 
of Oxford, this summer. Professor Gaylard has also 
won a fellowship from the Harry Ransom Center at the 
University of Texas, Austin, for archival research 
next year. She will also be a fellow with the Simpson 
Center Society of Scholars for the 2017-2018 
academic year. All three fellowships will  support her current book
project, Beautiful Monsters: Erasing Women from Renaissance histories. 
Congratulations to Professor Gaylard!

Birke Häcker (Matric 1994)
Birke is proud to report that she have been appointed
to the statutory Chair of Comparative Law (called 
‘Linklaters Professorship of Comparative Law’) at 
Oxford University and, connected with this, to a 
Professorial Fellowship of Brasenose College, Oxford. 
Shw started in her new role(s) in September 2016. This 
is her page on the Law Faculty website: https://www.
law.ox.ac.uk/people/birke-haecker. 

Birke Häcker, DPhil (Oxon.)
Linklaters Professor of Comparative Law
University of Oxford

Nicola Kritzinger (Matric 2004) 

Nicola and her father Johann Kritzinger have co-authored and published 
a monograph on his collection of Chinese artefacts, collected over thirty 
years. The book is entitled The Youxiantang Collection of Chinese Art. It 
is their first publication and is an academic text which deals with mostly 
Song dynasty (960 - 1279) ceramics. There are also early Chinese bronzes 
and ceramics, as well as a small collection of Chinese glass in the 
collection, with all objects illustrated in detail. Johann Kritzinger is a 
medical doctor with a lifelong interest in South African and Chinese art. 
Nicola is currently reading her PhD at the University of Witwatersrand 
History of Art department on Han dynasty (206 BC – AD 220) Chinese 
artefacts in South African museums. They are currently working on their 
next publication on South African artist, Braam Kruger.

Nomfundo Kwini 
(Matric 2014)
Nomfundo will be taking part in an 
exchange programme at Sciences 
Po, Paris, for the 2017/2018 
academic year, commencing this 
September, and then returning 
to St Andrews, Scotland, to 
finish her final year of her 
undergraduate degree (MA Hons 
Management and French).  
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CROQUET CHALLENGE

SAORA is delighted to report back 
on Gugu Mahlangu.  Our 2015 
newsletter featured Gugu, who 
was then a student.

Gugu Mahlangu 
(Matric 2011)

This year has been both busy and 
exciting, as I have recently started 
at Nestlé South Africa in the 
Quality Assurance Department 
as a Technical & Production 
Graduate Trainee whilst also being 
in the process of completing 
my MSc in Bioinformatics and 
Computational Biology. 

The exposure to the application of 
the theoretical knowledge gained 
through my previous studies in 
Microbiology and Biochemistry 
in the Consuer Goods industry 
has been invaluable, and each 
new day comes with even more 
learning. 

Quality Assurance (QA)is a very demanding field, because we ensure 
that consumers can trust the quality of our products through our 
comprehensive quality management and rigorous monitoringof our 
products - from raw material to inline processing to the finished product 
stage. That being said, QA is also filled with rewarding experiences, as 
we have a direct influence in the satisfaction that consumers get from 
our products by ensuring that the product meets the standards that are 
promised. The best part of being at Nestlé is being part of a company with 
the purpose of enhancing the quality of life and contributing to a healthier 
future.

Tessa Otten (Matric 2009)
Congratulations to Tessa Otten, who 
has been awarded an Erasmus Mundus 
scholarship to study a Masters in Social 
Development. Her studies will be under-
taken at Lincoln University in the UK, 
AalborgUniversity in Denmark, Lisbon 
University, Portugal, University of Paris, 
France, and University of Warsaw, Poland.
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Samuel Schultz, born to Taryn (née Fletcher) (1999) and Peter Schultz on 
8 March 2017.

Victoria Osler (2009) married 
Rudolph Faber on 21 January 2017 
in Perth, Australia. (Right)

Veronica Devonport (1977) married 
Peter Bourne on 4 February 2017.

Kerri Harden (2006) married Kimon 
Good on 11 February 2017.

Stephanie Sampson (2007) married 
Michael Robinson on 18 February 
2017.

Agata Ogonowski (2008) married 
Nick Bizos on 25 February 2017.

Sarah Ball (2004) married 
Greg Whitaker on 25 March 2017.

Yvonne du Toit (2005) married 
Konstant van Rensburg on 28th April 
2017.

Elizabeth McLaren (née McNab) (1941), mother of Marita McLaren 
(1967), on 2 January 2017.  Liz was President of SAORA 1955-1956 and 
1962 – 1967, and Member of the Roedean Board 1971.     

Sheila Stainforth (née Cave) (1959), died on April 19 2017.

Trish Eisenhammer (née Ward) (1960) died on the 23 April 2017.

Joan Webster (née Wagner) (1943) died on 28 April 2017, mother of 
Catherine Dowsley (1976) and Jennifer Morrison (1978).

Sheila Hepburn (née Forsyth) (1943) died in May 2017. 

Philippa (Pommy) Bouguenon (née Kruger) (1989) died on 20 May 2017, 
daughter of Rummy Kruger (1965) and sister of Tordi Rafferty (1991).

Simone Mihailovich (past French teacher and HON) died on 20 May 2017. 

Trish King (née Kidger) (1952), mother of Mary Basson (1986) and 
Heather Auchterlonie (1982), died on 19 June 2017.  Trish was a member 
of SAORA Committee from 2002 – 2011.

Bridget Barnish (née Braun) (1944) died on 16 June 2017.

Barbara Whiting (1972), sister of Jill Eichler (1969) died on 12 July 2017.

Andrew Bradford, brother-in-law of Belinda (Lindy) Bradford 
(née Burnett) (1983), on 27 January 2017.

Arminda Maria Goncalves, mother-in-law of Ann Goncalves, and grand-
mother of Ashleigh Goncalves (2013) and Chiara Goncalves (Ante Matric 
2017) on 11 January 2017.

Michel Sauvenier, husband of Philippa Sauvenier (1977) on 2 February 
2017.

John Freer, who attended Roedean Kindergarten (1932-33), father of 
Philippa McDonald (1976) and Nicola Stevens (1979) on 3 February 2017.

Rita Scorer, mother of Val Beaumont (1970), and grandmother of Wendy 
Brooks (2003), on 12 April 2017.

Arthur Seeward, husband of Noeleen Seeward (née Newland) (1954) on 
12 April 2017.

Beryl Visser, mother of Sarah Taylor (1976) in April 2017.

Beverley McGown, mother of Leigh-Anne McGown (1994), on 28 May 
2017.

Judge Christel Plewman, father of Lisa Falter (née Plewman) (1986) in 
July 2017.

dorothea campbell award

SOUTH AFRICAN 
OLD ROEDEANIAN ASSOCIATION

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS RECORDED 
FROM JANUARY 2017 TO JULY 2017

Births

Marriages of Old Roedeanians (SA) 

Deaths of Old Roedeanians (SA) 

Deaths of Relatives /Friends of 
Old Roedeanians (SA)

Congratulations to Amanda Vermeulen on being awarded the Dorothea Campbell Music Award.
The award was created in 1974 in memory of Dorothea Campbell, a remarkable person whose 
connection with Roedean lasted her whole life. Her association with Roedean was as pupil, 

teacher, active Old Girl, Board Member and Trustee of the Roedean Trust.

The scholarship is awarded by the SAORA to a girl at Roedean who shows special talent and 
dedication as a musician. It is hoped that she will value and enjoy this recognition and privilege 
and be inspired by Dorothea’s example, and even perhaps bear in mind the comment Dorothea 

made when she was 75: “Now is always the best moment in life”.

Victoria Osler
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ROEDEAN ACADEMY
Twenty seventeen started in a whirl of activity, as we welcomed back past 
pupils and received our new intake of Grade 8s, all very little and wide-
eyed as they saw the beautiful facilities that Roedean offers. It didn’t take 
them long to settle in and the chatter levels in the dining room seem to 
get higher every day, as the girls relax and enjoy their lunch.

Our programme continues much as before, with additional tuition being 
offered in English, Mathematics, Science, and Accounting. As in previous 
years, we fund transport, stationery, and books, as well as provide 
the girls with a hot meal on their arrival. A very important part of our 
programme is the ‘extras’ that we offer, and we believe that this 
makes our Academy more holistic, and allows the girls to explore new 
opportunities and to gather many new skills.

We were very proud of our Matric class of 2016, who produced an excellent 
set of results with 81% getting a BD pass. We have been successful in 
finding tertiary opportunities for most of the girls.

So far, during 2017, in addition to their extra lessons, the Grade 11 girls 
have assisted at The PTA Carnival as well as been part of Hyundai’s
‘Take a Girl Child To Work’ day. The Grade 10s have attended a 
three-day camp and the Grade 12s have attended a five-day study 
camp. The Grade 10s are looking forward to their First Aid training, 
which will happen later this month and the Grade 11s are awaiting 
their Leadership Camp in September. The Grade 11 girls are looking 
forward to “A Blooming Affair” with anticipation, as they 
enjoy assisting the stallholders and helping with the general running of 
the day. 

We are proud of the Academy
and would like to invite all 
Old Girls to come and see it 
in action. If you are around 
Roedean one afternoon, 
please let Kate Lowings know 
and she would love to take 
you around. I guarantee that 
you will leave feeling proud 
and inspired.

Sandra McCallum
Roedean Academy Director

Kneelers for the Chapel 
We are desperately in need of new kneelers in the Chapel, so, please, 
consider buying and embroidering one. The cost of the full kit, including 
all the threads, is R600.  If you’re not an embroiderer yourself, we can put 
you in touch with someone who can embroider one for you at a cost of 
R600.Please contact Denise White in the SAORA Uniform Shop for 

further information: cell number 071 280 4531 or 
email : saorashop@roedeanschool.co.za

Rexleigh  Bunyard holds B.Mus (Cum Laude) and M.Mus degrees from the 
University of Cape Town, a Diplome Superieur d’Execution from the Ecole 
Normale in Paris, France and a D.Mus in Composition from the University 
of Pretoria. 
 
She currently teaches Violin and Voice in the Music Department at Roedean.

Lost in a Bluebell Wood
Dr Rexleigh Bunyard has written the chamber opera, Lost in a Bluebell 
Wood, which will première in the main John Kani Theatre of South Africa’s 
National Theatre, the Market Theatre, on 15 February, 2018.
 
This new opera is a tribute to South African, Gaynor Young, who was 28 
in 1989, when she fell 18 metres down an unguarded stage lift-shaft in the 
State Theatre during her performance as Guinevere in Camelo. She landed 
on her head. 

She spent four weeks in a coma, suffering brain damage, losing 40 percent 
of her vision and almost all of her hearing. It seemed likely that she would 
die. 

When Gaynor regained consciousness she had no memory of the incident. 
Some years later she wrote a book, My Plunge to Fame, and acted in a 
one-woman show, Gaynor Rising. More recently she had two cochlear 
implants and can hear, thanks to modern electronics.   
 
This is a story of great personal courage, loving support, and self-
acceptance, which has a universal message for all people. Gaynor’s 
recovery is an example to all young people, in her rising above her difficulties 
to emerge as an inspirational writer and motivational speaker who brings 
hope to thousands of people, with her own blog at www.earearblog.com.
 
Ticket revenue will contribute to an eye operation for frail-care nurse, Martha 
Moatshe, a Johannesburg single mother of two children. Martha has 
severe keratoconus and urgently requires corneal transplants in both eyes. 
An opthalmic surgeon has offered to operate pro-bono. 
 
The production is looking for corporate or individual sponsorship, and 
publicity/marketing support. 

For more information please see the Facebook page Lost in a Bluebell 
Wood or contact Rexleigh at 0713314027  /  bunyard@acenet.co.za.


