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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Hello, I am Lindsay Lawrence, the new
president of S.A.O.R.A. I began my term
at Foundation Day this year where
approximately 160 Old Roedeanians
gathered together to celebrate the
school’s 113th birthday. Separate events,
to mark the occasion, were held in Cape
Town and London this year. We were
once again blessed with glorious weather,
which always enhances the atmosphere
of the day. As always, it is a remarkably
happy occasion catching up with old
friends scattered across the globe. This
year was a particularly significant event as it was Mary Williams’s last
Foundation Day as Headmistress. We honoured Mary by presenting her
with an engraved salver bowl in recognition of her service, commitment
and dedication to Roedean. We took the opportunity to thank Mary for
her ongoing support and to show our appreciation while we had so many
Old Girls under one roof. Mary only retires at the end of this year, and a
farewell function will be held during the last term.
As Foundation Day also marked the end of Philippa Crichton-Grubb’s
term as president of S.A.O.R.A. we had a small function at my home
to thank her for her contribution to S.A.O.R.A. and as a token of our
appreciation we gave her an embroidered and framed work of art by
Nicky Fyall. Philippa will remain on the committee and oversee our
S.A.O.R.A. uniform shop. Our shop continues to grow nicely under the
management of Denise and Cleo, and as always we are truly thankful to
all our volunteers.
Shortly after the new Headmaster was announced, Mary Williams
and the Board arranged an induction programme to introduce Murray
Thomas to the various stakeholders in the school. A welcome
opportunity arose for our entire committee to spend an hour with Murray
and meet him over a cup of tea. We had a very positive introductory
session with him and we are looking forward to working closely together
in the future.

Upcoming events to diarise:

We have an exceptionally busy month ahead of us starting with our
S.A.O.R.A. welcome breakfast for the Matrics and their parents on
Tuesday the 12th of July followed by the varsity orientation talk for the
Matrics. On the 18th of July we will be hosting a farewell tea for Cathy
Harrison, Deputy Headmistress of the senior school with a few Old Girls
who have played a significant role in Cathy’s 20 year tenure at Roedean.
Cathy has been a positive supporter and good friend to S.A.O.R.A.. We
will be wishing her well in her new role as Headmistress of St Theresa’s.
For us it is not goodbye though, Cathy will always remain close to us as
she is an Honoury Old Girl who will always have Roedean in her heart.
We have two very exciting networking book events planned. First, on the
20th of July, we are hosting an intimate book evening in the library with
Alex Eliseev, the award winning journalist who has recently published
The Cold Case Confession, unravelling the Betty Ketani Murder. His
talks are very topical and interactive and this promises to be a fabulous
evening that I hope you will attend.
The second book event on the 28th of July is a breakfast function with
the internationally acclaimed author John Connolly who will be accompanied with his wife, South African born author, Jennifer Ridyard. Jenny
Crwys-Williams will be joining us to do the introductions as he is one of
her authors in her ‘Bloody Book Week’. Please book tickets and join us.
The last event for July will take place on the 30th in Cape Town where
Wendy Floquet has kindly offered to host our annual event again this
year.
Lastly, the committee is hard at work planning A Blooming Affair, which
is scheduled for the 1st of October, please diarise!
There is a lot on the go ladies and we are hoping that some of these
events appeal to you and will entice you back to support us. Part of my
vision for S.A.O.R.A. is to play a more active role within the school and
within the lives of our members. I feel privileged to take on this role and
would like to encourage more of you to get involved. Please feel free
to contact me should you have any ideas, suggestions, inputs or even
concerns. I am looking forward to getting to know more of you during my
three year term. I would like to thank Mary Williams and Gillian Boltman
for their continuous support which has made my transition into the new
role an easy one. Last, but not least, I would like to thank my committee
and Moira Golden, our Alumni Officer, who give up hours of their time to
support S.A.O.R.A. and for that I am truly grateful!
Warm regards

Sallyann Niven, Lindsay Lawrence, Kirstin Otten,
Sam Louis, Murray Thomas

Lindsay Lawrence
President
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Amanda Sebolai
Secretary & Vice President

Angela Grgin
Sub Committee Member

Anthea Marinakos
Varsity Orientation

Catherine
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Networking & Finance

Dominique Laroque
Treasurer

Jane Bussion-STREET
Records

Kirstin Otten
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Sasha Martalas
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Approximately 160 Old Girls gathered on Saturday, 5 March, to celebrate
Foundation Day, this year being the school’s 113th birthday. A scrumptious tea
was served on Pleasaunce before the ladies attended the SAORA AGM, held
in the auditorium. Then, drinks were served on Bears Lawn, where the reunion
groups gathered for their photographs. Following this event, the current Matrics
joined the ladies for speeches and lunch, which was served in Founders Hall.
As it was Mary Williams’s last Foundation Day, a special Jazz rendition of ‘Jack
the Knife’ was played for her by three Matric girls.
The sports events between the Old Girls and the Matrics were played early in
the morning. The tennis and squash matches were won by the Old Girls, and,
for the first time, the waterpolo match was a draw.
We were privileged to host Jean Estill (née Lawrence) and Helen Lawrence (née
Ostler) from Matric 1946 (70 Years On), and Antoinette Hersov (née Herbert)
Patience Lorimer and Reina Powell (née Albert) from Matric 1951 (65 Years On).
Our oldest attendee was Olivia Stevenson, 95-years-old, an Honorary Old Girl
and teacher, who retired from Roedean in 1980. At the other end of the scale,
there were 13 ‘young’ Old Girls from Matric 2011 (5 Years On), and 19 from
Matric 2006 (10 Years On).

70 Years On Helen Lawrence, Jean Estill

Natalie Immelman, (2003), Lisa Adams (2003)
and Lindsay Rawcliff (2003). London.

Foundation Day was also celebrated in London and Cape Town. Natalie
Immelman (Matric 2003) kindly organised a tea in central London which 27 Old
Girls attended, and they thoroughly enjoyed catching up with old friends.
In Cape Town, Anita Lourandas (née Christelis) (Matric 2001) organised a tea
which 14 Old Girls attended.

Sasha Martalas, on behalf of SAORA, handed over R100 000 to the Roedean
Academy, and R20 000 to The Link Literacy Project. These funds were the result
of the SAORA’s fund-raising event, A Blooming Affair, held annually in October.
Comments:
I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to everyone for the most wonderful day
on Saturday. Having been “on the other side” in the past, I know the amount of
effort that goes into the day and I would just like to say that it was superb. It a lot
of fun to catch up with former classmates, old (and new) committee members
as well as friends made through years of involvement at Roedean. The entire
day was well organised with delicious food. I think it was the best Foundation
Day yet!
Sam Peck (Matric 2001)
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FOUNDATION DAY 2017 REUNION ORGANISERS
2012

5 YEARS ON

2007
1997

Anthea Marinakos

antheamarinakos@telkomsa.net

10 YEARS ON

Nicola Davis

nikkimaydavis@gmail.com

20 YEARS ON

Gwen Morgan,

gmorgansa@gmail.com

Caroline Edey

caroedey@yahoo.com

Kate Goetz

Goetz@legalcom.co.za

1987

30 YEARS ON

Nicky King

nickyjaneking@gmail.com

1977

40 YEARS ON

Colette Ball

colette@cfball.co.za

Bridgid Hamilton Russel

bridghr@iafrica.com

1967

50 YEARS ON

Marita McLaren

mmclaren@iburst.co.za

1957

60 YEARS ON

Wendy Pullar

woopullar@gmail.com
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.A.O.R.A events
Cocktail Party
The S.A.O.R.A. invites you to join your
Old Roedeanian friends.

you
ted to invite
h
g
li
e
d
is
.
.A
The S.A.O.R
a ‘book chat’
with

ly
John Coovenl bneset-lselling author

n
tional crime

interna

to

uction by

d
With an intro

s-Williams
Jenny Crwyloody Book Week’

When: 30 July 2016
Where: Wendy Floquet’s home
Water Oak Farm
Constantia
Time: 18h00
Cost: R100
RSVP: SAORA by 22 July Latest
Phone: 011 647 3203
email: SAORA@roedeanschool.co.za
Please Pay:
Account Name: SAORA
Bank: Standard Bank
Acc No: 002061058
Branch Code: 004305
Ref: Cocktail & Surname

e ‘B

As part of th

son
Samuel John e
ysteries, the
th
m
of
s
er
le
rk
ic
Pa
on
the Charlie
r of the Chr
yard will
e author of
id
the co-autho
th
R
—
r
is
rd
fe
ya
ni
lly
id
en
no
R
. (J
John Con
, Jennifer
other works
t).
with his wife
Things and
after this even
n
novels and— l as The Book of Lost
tio
fic
e
ag
en
te
el
r
w
he
as
t
,
ou
rs
ab
Invade
dean pupils
Please pay:
S.A.O.R.A.
to some Roe
e:
be speaking
k
Account Nam
Standard Ban
0
h3
07
r
07h15 fo
058
fast Bite’
k:
ak
61
an
re
B
20
‘B
00
Time:
a
&
ber:
Registration
Account Num
004305
2016
e:
iday 29 July
ame
od
Fr
C
h
nc
y
ra
e:
ar
B
br
Date & Surn
Dat
Li
ol
ho
Sc
or
ni
:
Se
ce
en
Refer
Venue:
R120
Cost:
h15 – 09h30
08
at
t
July latest
ar
25
st
to
by Tuesday
Talk:
S.A.O.R.A.
R.S.V.P.
03
32
Tel: 011 647
nschool.co.za
RA@roedea
Email: SAO

1 October 2016

S.A.O.R.A. NEWSLETTER 2016

6

R

oedean girls overseas

Catherine Jackson

University of North Carolina, USA
Emory University, USA
Haverford College, USA
Davidson College, USA
Boston College, USA

Alexandra Bantock

University of Edinburgh, Scotland
The University of Nottingham,
England
University of Reading, England

matrics 2015
Roedean is once again extremely proud that a number of its 2015 Matrics gained acceptance at
international universities.

Teniola Abimbola

University of Maryland, USA
St John’s University, USA

Shingisi Tengende

Queen Mary University of London
Brunel University, London
London Metropolitan University

Zandi Nduvane

Paula Chappel

Drew University, USA
University of
Massachusetts, USA
George Mason University,
USA

Harvard University, USA

Nadia Wildt

Shannon
Mosley-Lefatola

University of St Andrews,
Scotland

Richmond the American
International University, London

dorothea campbell award
Congratulations to Jemma Falkov on being awarded the Dorethea Campbell Music Award.
The award was created in 1974 in memory of Dorothea Campbell, a remarkable person whose connection
with Roedean lasted her whole life. Her association with Roedean was as pupil, teacher, active Old Girl,
Board Member and Trustee of the Roedean Trust.
The scholarship is awarded by the SAORA to a girl at Roedean who shows special talent and dedication
as a musician. It is hoped that she will value and enjoy this recognition and privilege, and be inspired by
Dorothea’s example, and even, perhaps, bear in mind the comment Dorothea made when she was 75:
“Now is always the best moment in life”.
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ld girls in the news
Caro Hughes

Caro Hughes (Donald), daughter of Joan Donald,( née Summerley)
wrote to let us know that she was medically boarded from Roedean
in 2014, following a back injury at school in 2011. She taught Gr0 for
22 years. “ I have loved Roedean with a passion since my school days
and just love returning there for a visit. It feeds my soul !!!!” She has a
grandson, Keegan Steve Hughes, born on the 3 March 2012, and a
granddaughter, Emily Robyn Hughes, born on the 4 July 2014.

Prianka Pillay

Congratulations to Prianka Pillay (Matric 2009) (third dan) who won
the KWF (Karatenomichi World Federation) kata senior championship
for the second time, and took third place (Bronze Medal) in the Female
World Kumite Senior Championship in February this year.

Barbara Lloyd

Hilary Diemont (Matric 1963) informed us that her mother, Barbara
Lloyd, (née Silcock), who must have been one of the oldest alumni
died in January 2016 at the age of 100 plus 3 months. She attended
Roedean from the age of 5 till Matric (1931). She was born in 1915.

Nicola Bateman (Matric 1973)

Prianka Pillay

I won the SA National Bridge Pairs and Teams for the fourth time this
year - and my partner and I just recently won the trials in April for
the Olympic Women’s Team to represent South Africa in Poland in
September.

Liz Reed (Matric 1977)
Barbara Lloyd - aged 100

Congratulations to Liz Reed who recently showcased her artwork
at an exhibition held in Rosebank, Johannesburg. Liz is a talented
artist, specialising in printmaking. She has a number of monoprints
on display.

Ana Popovic (Matric 2006)

Nicola Bateman (Matric 1973)

Ana is currently studying towards her PhD in Medical Cell Biology
at the Redox Laboratory, which is based at the Faculty of Health
Science, UCT. Her work focuses on the molecular and cellular biology
of melanoma skin cancer, the most aggressive and fatal type of skin
cancer, which has the highest incidence globally. She is investigating
several resistance mechanisms that a melanoma skin cancer employs
within the body in order to evade cure therapies, and, in particular, the
micro environment that this cancer creates within the body.

Kathy Santiago
Ana Popovic (Matric 2006)

A big “Thank You” to Kathy Santiago (Matric 1976), who lives in
the UK, for donating copies of her book, Everlasting Cakes, to the
Roedean Academy to be sold as a fund-raiser.

Roedean Old Girls shine in SAIIA
Model UN Debate world- wide.

Liz Reed (Matric 1977)

The Youth Development officer from Wits Department of
International Affairs informed us about two Old Roedeanians who are
currently doing well in America.
Franci van Rhyn (Matric 2014), currently at Harvard, represented SA
Youth at a world forum on the environment, and Rabia Abba Omar
(Matric 2014) who started MUN at Stellenbosch, entered a team in
the Inter-Varsity Debate and won Best Position Paper, and was
subsequently offered an internship from DIRCO when she leaves
University.

Kathy Santiago (Matric 1976)

Carey Haouach (neé Duncan) (Matric 1981)
sent through this photo of a fountain she designed for a public park in
Benslimane, Morocco, inspired by Roedean embroidery on the school
blouses! Just for fun!
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TRIBUTE TO MS C. HARRISON
Ms Catherine Harrison joined the Roedean staff in
January, 1995. She was appointed Deputy Headmistress: Student Affairs in May, 2003.
I have had the pleasure and privilege (and, for once,
that cliché is apt!) of working with Ms Cathy Harrison
throughout my thirteen - year period at Roedean, and I
have always found her to be a completely professional
colleague and a loyal friend. As a teacher, Ms Harrison
is unfaiingly efficient (her rapid and accurate marking is
the envy of many of her follow teachers!), and inspiring.
She delights in her subject, and her passion for English
is certainly infectious in the classroom.
As a Deputy at Roedean, Ms Harrison has combined
justice and kindness in a manner that ensures that

Roedean girls never feel intimidated, but also never
attempt to push the boundaries unacceptably. Her
support for the Roedean staff is consistent and greatly
appreciated, and all her colleagues pay tribute to her
graciousness and dignity. One can chat to Cathy about
anything – from ethics and literature to fashion (and, as
an aside, let me say that her always chic footwear also
inspires some envy!), and her presence in the staffroom
at teatime will be missed. Ms Harrison’s sincere and
thoughtful Christian faith infuses her conduct. Her
union of mercy and justice will ensure that she shall
be extremely successful in her new post as Executive
Headmistress of St Teresa’s. We wish her nothing
but joy in her new position, and in her marriage. Her
husband is indeed a fortunate fellow!
DIGBY RICCI: H.O.D. English

Old Girls come back to school to give
Lunch-time Lectures
Once a month, a guest speaker is invited to speak to the Matrics about their specific
involvement in the Sciences. In February, Stephanie Cowper, an Old Girl, (Matric 2009),
spoke about the new App she and her team have created called BeSpecular. Stephanie and
her team decided to create BeSpecular in order to remove some of the daily struggles that
visually-impaired people experience. BeSpecular is an App that visually-impaired people can
use to ask others about images they cannot see, such as expiry dates or colours of clothes.
The visually-impaired person takes a picture of an object and posts it on the App. Anybody
can then comment on the picture and reply about whether or not colours match or food has
expired. Stephanie has proved how great an impact something like BeSpecular can have on
a person’s life.
In March, the lecture was given by Isobel Kolbe, also an Old Girl, (Matric 2009), who is
currently completing her PhD in High Energy Physics. Isobel gave a very exciting talk on
Particle Physics, including details about the Big Bang, and, the smallest particles within an
atom, and a brief introduction into the String Theory. Isobel has also been involved with the
Large Hadron Collider in Switzerland and she gave an explanation about how it works and its
significance in the scientific world. Isobel’s lecture left the Matrics very excited and immensely
curious about many concepts, and she sparked interest in, and questions about, the universe.

Stories from the Archives – Canada connection
The SAORA office was recently contacted by Professor Maurice McGregor, who lives in Canada.
While going through his library, he came across a book which he has offered to donate to the
Roedean Archives. The book, The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Oxford University
Press, 1913), has been inscribed by the three Lawrence sisters, founders of Roedean
Brighton, and was a gift to his mother, Eleanor McGregor. Eleanor McGregor had been a student
of Roedean Brighton in England and was, unusually for a woman at that time, a science graduate
of Oxford. She joined the staff of Roedean (SA) as Science Mistress in 1913. She held this post
until 1915, when she was seconded to the Royal School of Mines, subsequently WITS, to teach
chemistry until the troops returned from World War I (1918).

r
Eleano

regor

g McG

Rokelin

Professor McGregor tells us that he has other connections to Roedean (SA). He spent six weeks
at the school, mostly in the San with scarlet fever, when his mother temporarily returned to teach
at Roedean in about 1927. His son was enrolled in a preschool class in about 1954. And Ella
LeMaitre, headmistress of Roedean for many years, was a dear friend, and godmother to one of
his children.
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SOUTH AFRICAN OLD ROEDEANIAN ASSOCIATION
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
RECORDED FROM DECEMBER 2015
TO JUNE 2016
Births

Paige Schultz, born to Gemma (née Holman) (2005) and Tim Schultz,
on 1 December 2015.

Marriages of Old Roedeanians (SA)
Alex Hibberd (2006) married Robert Pearce on 5 March 2016.
Kristen Doherty (2006) married Daniel Porteous on Saturday 16 April
2016.
Ali Leary (2005) married Graeme Edmond on Saturday 30 April 2016.
Li-Ming Pan (2008) married Ethan Tseng on May 14, 2016 in Rhode
Island, USA.

Deaths of Old Roedeanians (SA)
Ann Vair Westwood Bearn (née Kerr), in England on 9 March 2016.
Pam Lewis (née Reunert) (1942) on 5 May 2016.
Pamela Vickers (née Pethick) (1970) on 23 May 2016.
Brenda Pitt, in Italy, in May 2016.

Deaths of Relatives/Friends of
Old Roedeanians (SA)
Matthew Cooper, husband of Marion Cooper (née Davis) (1972)
in December 2015.
Andrew de Beer, son of Felicity de Beer and father of Alice de Beer
(2015), on 4 March 2016.
Christopher Woolley, brother of Catherine Harrison, (HON) on 9 March
2016.
Noreen Boltman, mother of Gillian Boltman (current Headmistress of
Junior School) on 22 March 2016.
Robin Green, brother of Janet Reyburn (née Green) in April 2016.
(1956)
Dr Pat Hawke, mother of Tammany Spiess (2000) on 14 April 2016.
Jan Bezuidenhoudt, father of Sandy Murray (HON) , grandfather of
Monica (2012) and Jennifer Murray (2015), on 9 June 2016.
Diane Prince, mother of Chloë Prince (2012) on 26 June 2016.

WANTED

I am starting to gather second-hand books for sale at A Blooming
Affair (1 October 2016). Please go through your bookshelves and
box up all your unwanted books of all categories, cds, dvds and
videos. You can drop them off at the SAORA office at school. All
books that are not sold on the day are given to Animals in Distress
for their book sales.
Peta Woolcott

Kneelers for the Chapel
We are desperately in need of new kneelers in the Chapel, so, please,
consider buying and embroidering one. The cost of the full kit, including all the threads, is R600. If you’re not an embroiderer yourself, we
can put you in touch with someone who can embroider one for you at
a cost of R600.

Please contact Denise White in the SAORA Uniform Shop for further
information: cell number 071 280 4531 or
email : saorashop@roedeanschool.co.za
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The Director, staff, and girls of the Roedean Academy would like
to thank S.A.O.R.A. for the donation of R100 000 to the Roedean
Academy. We are extremely grateful! In addition, the Cape Town
S.A.O.R.A. reunion generously donated to The Academy as well. Our
Academy is donor-funded and the donations not only continue to ensure
the sustainability of the Academy, but also allow us to contribute to the
academic performances of the Academy girls, and expose our girls to
new opportunities and experiences.
One such experience was a Spirit of Adventure Camp for Grade 10s
and 11s. In April, 40 very excited girls boarded the bus to attend a
three-day leadership camp. Whilst many children take camps for
granted, this camp offered so many ‘firsts’ to our girls, who live in difficult
and often over-crowded city conditions. They built go-karts, went
abseiling and rock-climbing, jumped through obstacle courses, and
enjoyed the beautiful outdoors. It was a life-changing experience for
the girls, as they learnt so much about themselves, and, in so doing,
conquered many fears. Although the primary focus of the Roedean
Academy is to provide additional tuition to the 100 Barnato Park
scholars who attend lessons, it is events like the camp that allow the
girls the opportunity to grow, be inspired, and be motivated to achieve.
Below is an extract written by Grady Munangai:
“City life is totally different from the camp. One outstanding fact had to
be the rocks. In my entire life on earth, I have never seen so many rocks.
Now, to be climbing the rocks had to be some kind of magic. It took guts,
endurance, and strength for one to take on rock-climbing – the adrenaline rush was extremely high, but nothing could stop me.”
Academically, our programme continues to grow and we are starting
to witness the girls’ commitment to excellence as they realise that,
they too, can achieve. We have identified that Science continues to be
an area in which the girls really struggle, and, this year, our Academy
pupils are enjoying their lessons in the new Science labs where they get
to experience state-of-the-art equipment. In addition, special practical
workshops are to be held on various Saturday mornings. The workshops
provide an opportunity for exposure to practical work for pupils who

have had only limited exposure to the enjoyment of doing scientific
experiments.
We are so proud of the members of our 2015 Grade 12 class! They
achieved a 100% pass rate and an 83% Bachelor Degree pass rate. This
is particularly pleasing, given that, nationally, the pass rate was 70.7%
and the BD pass rate was 28%. Eight of our girls have started to study
further at tertiary institutions and two have been accepted into school
internship programmes. We continue to track their progress, and we are
delighted with their achievements. Many of our girls prove that they can
rise above their own personal circumstances and hardships, and they
continue to be an inspiration to us all.
However, tertiary opportunities continue to be difficult. Our top girls
often manage to secure bursaries or funding but, for the majority, this is
not possible. We have had success with teaching internships, and we
also look to place our girls in learnerships or junior jobs. It continues
to be challenging to secure them further opportunities. On a brighter
note, we are extremely proud of Sibongile Zwane. The daughter of a
domestic worker, Sibongile matriculated in 2012 and was the recipient
of the Bidvest Bank Bursary. She achieved her B.Sc Degree in Animal,
Plant and Environmental Science. Her degree is a result of three years
of dedication, and we are so proud of her achievement! She has started
her Honours Degree at Wits and we look forward to tracking her
progress. We are extremely grateful to two Roedean Old Girls: one who
was instrumental in making the undergraduate degree possible, and one
who helped make the Honours Degree possible.
If there are any Old Girls who would like to see the Academy in action,
please give Kate Lowings a call – she would love to take you around
and we guarantee that you will be deeply impressed by S.A.O.R.A.’s
contribution to the Academy and, the difference that it has made to the
lives of many girls.
Sandi McCallum
Roedean Academy Director
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