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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Our first term of 2018 has been a productive one and I am hoping to entice more of you to become 
involved. We celebrated the school’s 115th birthday at Foundation Day in February, where we enjoyed 
the debut performance of our Old Girls’ choir, which we are hoping will become an annual fixture. We 
were delighted to make R130 000 worth of donations to The Roedean Academy, The Link Literacy 
project and 1st Things 1st, thanks to your continued support of our fund-raising initiative A Blooming 
Affair, thank you.

At the AGM we launched two new projects that we need your involvement in, please. We want to 
create a movie/video of the history of Roedean and we plan to include clips of Old Girls sharing their 
tales of their antics at school. We want to capture Bev Thorn, who has a wealth of knowledge of 
Roedean history, and Mevagh Glynn and Paddy Lake, to name a few. Please let us know if you have a 
story for the archives or any suggestions of whom should be included.

The second project relates to my passion of getting Old Girls to optimize this network properly. There 
is a lot of literature about how personal networks are vital to successful people. With this in mind, we 
have created a 
closed SAORA 
LinkedIn group 

and I am appealing to all of you to join it. I am 
envisaging younger Old Girls needing an internship, 
job shadowing, mentorship or a vacation job to 
gain some experience, and the SAORA network is a 
network to turn to that is broader than just 
immediate friends and family. I have visions of this 
network supporting each other a little more than 
we currently do. This network could be used if you 
are holding an art exhibition, or have just published 
a new book, or need an architect or a lawyer, or 
you need support for a charity you are involved in. 
We have a base of remarkable women, scattered 
across the globe, and we are not optimally 
harnessing the power of this. Please ladies, don’t 
underestimate the power of this personal network, 
please take the time to join our LinkedIn group.

We have made great headway in terms of our 
administration this term and we are busy rolling out 
two significant projects. SAORA is an association 
of volunteers with a constitution and the good 
sense to have our financials audited. We have 
added some more rigour and good governance 
to this and have registered as a Non-Profit 
Organisation, (NPO) and we have applied to 
become a Public Benefit Organisation, (PBO) which 
will enable us to issue Section 18A certificates to 
Old Girls when donations are made. Our next step 
is applying for our own Income Tax number and 
registering for VAT. This is the dawning of a whole 
new level of administration for us!

Lastly, we are busy building a website to launch 
our online SAORA shop so that parents can ‘click 
and collect’ if they don’t have the time to visit the 
shop personally. For Old Girls, this will enable you to 
purchase memorabilia that can be shipped to you.

We have a lot ‘to land’ currently and would value 
your involvement, whether you can offer skills, input 
or have ideas of any kind we would so appreciate it.

Hope to hear from you!

Lindsay Lawrence
President: SAORA
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Records
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Archives
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO VISIT THE S.A.O.R.A. WEBSITE

www.saora.org.za 
for all the latest SAORA news, and also ‘like’ us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com-SAORA-South African Old Roedeanian Association.

Note from the Alumni Officer
I would like to hear your stories:  please send me your news of marriages, births, and loss of loved ones, for our 
records.  Send us your photos and success stories of where you are in life – I would love to share them and include 

them in our newsletters.

Email  Moira Golden at:   mgolden@roedeanschool.co.za
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FOUNDATION DAY 2018

It was exciting to see as many as 200 Old Roedeanians from around 
the world gather on Bears Lawn to celebrate the school’s 115th 
birthday, on Saturday 24 February, 2018. Reunion groups from Five 
Years On to 70 Years On gathered together, and much chatter and 
laughter filled the air.  As usual, the day started with sports matches 
between the Old Girls and Matrics.  The chapel service was followed 
by a scrumptious tea on Pleasuance, and then the Annual General 
Meeting was held in the Auditorium.  Drinks and photographs took 
place on Bears Lawn before the Old Girls were joined by the 2018 
Matrics for a delicious lunch in Founders Hall.

This year, 33 ‘young’ Old Girls from the 10 Years On (2008) reunion 
group come back to school, as well as 22 Old Girls from the 40 Years 
On (1978) and 23 from the 20 Years On (1998) group.

It was a special occasion for Mevagh Glyn, Ann Weinberg, Elspeth de 
Wet and Lisa Parkin (all Matric 1948) who celebrated their 70 Years 
On reunion.  Mevagh and Ann were guests of honour at the School’s 
Foundation Day assembly held on Friday 23 February. 

Once again, the South African Old Girls Association was proud to 
donate R100 000 to the Roedean Academy, R20 000 to the 
Link@Yeoville literacy project, and R10 000 to 1st Things 1st, a charity 
providing academic support to over 70 pupils in Soweto.  These funds 
were raised from the SAORA’s fund-raising efforts of A Blooming 
Affair, the garden-and-craft market held in October every year.



FOUNDATION DAY 2018

1st Things 1st
One of the charities supported by S.A.O.R.A. is 1st Things 1st.

The vision of 1st Things 1st is to enrich young minds, enabling 
future success by preparing learners for high school, and in 
particular, Matric and tertiary education. The mission is to 
provide an integrated student enrichment programme in a safe, 
uplifting, challenging, disciplined and fun environment, calling for 
excellence in everyone. 

1st Things 1st enhances Mathematics, Literacy, Science, 
Technology, Art, Drama, Music and Sports.  It believes in 
developing well-rounded, high-performing children that can 
express themselves, are responsive and can adapt to any 
situation. 

1st Things 1st also offers life coaching and entrepreneurship 
because they believe that these skills are needed to fully enable 
the children’s future success beyond the matric certificate. 1st 
Things 1st believe that children need an environment where their 
individual needs can be met and where they feel appreciated and 
celebrated.

Classes are fully supervised and guided by a strong and caring 
leadership team, and are held after school, on Saturdays, and 
during the school holidays while the parents are at work.
Amanda Sebolai (Matric 1991)

Herewith some comments received:
Thank you and all the ladies involved in organising the 2018 
Foundation Day celebration. It was thoroughly enjoyable in every 
way: from the entertainment on Bears Lawn by the flautists in 
the beautiful garden setting; the decorations in the Hall; the” 
Masterchef” cuisine; the All that Jazz  Old Girl choir with its 
enthusiastic choir master; and finally, the short, witty eloquent 
speeches. 

Thank you and your committee for all your hard work and 
dedication to Roedean and other communities.

Jenny Slaughter (Matric 1958)

Thank you for making Foundation Day such an enjoyable success. 
The attention to detail, the speeches, everything were admirable. 
And it was a great opportunity to meet up with fellow 1968 class-
mates, most looking very youthful, I must say. Perhaps we will all 
make it to the 60th!

Jillian Carman (Matric 1968)

Congratulations on a tremendously successful Foundation Day!!!  It 
was such a lovely day, which was perfectly planned and run.  We all 
benefited hugely from your hard work and dedication – thank you.

Diana Ford (Matric 1973)

Please will you convey to yourself, the Headmaster Mr Thomas, 
Lindsay Lawrence and Nicky Fyall, my congratulations and 
gratitude for the great Foundation Day in which I was included, both 
on the 23rd and the 24th of this month. I am proud to be an Old 
Roedeanian and even more so now that I see the way that Roedean 
has once again moved itself to the forefront, ‘grasped the nettle’, 
and shown the way forward. It maybe 70 years since I left Roedean  
and though things were tight in senior school and many of my family 
were involved in the Second World War,  I was at least spared the 
trauma. My daughter-in-law’s father was stationed at Roedean 
Brighton during the Second World War when the school was a 
naval base and he assured me that next to a Bell pull was scrawled 
on the wall “Ring three times for a Mistress”. Thank you once again 
for including me so royally last weekend.

Mevagh Glyn (Laing) (Matric 1948)

My heartfelt thanks to Lindsay and SAORA committee for a most 
memorable, enjoyable, and momentous Foundation Day function 
on 24 Feb 2018 at Roedean. In brief it was nonpareil! The day will 
remain etched on my mind for a very long time. Gratifying to meet 
with fellow students again who matriculated with me 60 years 
ago... my goodness! 

Rodwyn McLaren (Stewart) (Matric 1958)

Foundation Day celebrations were also 
held in Cape Town and London.  Many 
thanks to Sheila Lubega (Matric 2012) for 
organising a lovely lunch for the Old Girls 
in Cape Town, and Natalie Immelman 
(Matric 2003) who managed to gather 33 
Old Girls living inLondon for a high tea in 
Nottinghill.  By all accounts, a great time 
was had by all. Foundation Day London

Foundation Day Cape Town
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MARJ BROWN
finalist for the 2018 Varkey Foundation Global Teacher Prize

Congratulations to Marj Brown, a teacher and 
Head of the History Department at Roedean 
(SA), who was named a top 10 finalist for the 
2018 Varkey Foundation Global Teacher Prize, 
the Nobel Prize for teaching.

The 2018 Varkey Foundation Global Teacher 
Prize is the most prestigious accolade for 
teachers in the world and acknowledges the 
impact of the very best teachers – not only 
on their students but also on the communities 
around them.

The 2018 competition drew more than 30 000 nominations from 
173 countries. A stunned Marj says she is humbled to be among 
the top 10 finalists.

“I was looking at the other finalists and I am amazed what they have 
achieved. One teacher teaches children in refugee camps, the other 
has overseen a decline in teen pregnancy. So it is just amazing that 
I made the top 50 and now the top 10,” she says.

Says Marj: “It’s wonderful that there are teachers holding the flame 

high for education in the country. There’s a lot to celebrate among 
the angst over the lack of literacy. This honour shows that there are 
pockets of hope in education in South Africa, that there are pockets 
of best practice and there is something to say to all to believe in 
the impossible, to do what we need to do and keep putting our foot 
forward. We need to get out of our own little space and every South 
African needs to find a way to pay it forward.”

Murray Thomas, Executive Head at Roedean (SA), says he had 
nominated Marj because she embodies excellence and dedication 
to the teaching profession. 

“We have been privileged to see the wide ranging educational inter-
ests of Marj Brown. Firstly as a teacher of exceptional ability, and 
also as a citizen activist committed to improving the educational 
opportunities of children far beyond those sitting in her class. She 
has an inspiring work ethic and is deeply committed to both local, 
school based, and national, perhaps even universal concerns,” he 
says.

This article has been edited. If you would like further information 
please email Moira Golden: mgolden@roedeanschool.co.za

HONORARY OLD GIRLS’ LUNCH

On 21 March, Nicky Fyall kindly hosted an Honorary Old Girls lunch at her house in Johannesburg.

60 YEARS ON 70 YEARS ON



OLD GIRLS SNIPPETS

Marissa Rollnick 
Congratulations to Marissa Rollnick (Matric 1968) who recently received the 2018 NARST 
Distinguished Contribution to Science Education through Research Award.  According to the Wits 
University website, this award recognises scholars who have made contributions to, provided 
notable leadership in, and had substantial impact on, science education through research over a 
period of at least 20 years.

Emeritus Professor Rollnick completed her BSc and teaching diploma at Wits University.  She there-
after obtained her masters in chemical education at the University of East Anglia and her PhD in 
1988 at Wits University.
 
This article was abstracted from the Wits University website: 
https://www.wits.ac.za/news/latest-news/our-people/2018/2018-02/top-honour-for-science-educator--.html 

Janet Szabo 
Janet Szabo (née Gill, 1983) has obtained her Masters Degree in Airpower in the Modern World (cum laude) 

through King’s College in London.

Keren Buisson-Street 
and Alexandra de Nooy 

Congratulations to Keren Buisson-
Street (Matric 2013) and Alexandra 
de Nooy (Matric 2014) who recently 

received their Bachelor of 
Engineering Science in Biomedical 
Engineering from Wits University.

Sets Thipe

Setsoakae Thipe (Matric 2012)
Sets is studying at Simmons College in Boston, Mass. and has 
achieved a Bachelor of Science in Neuroscience & Behaviour 
in December 2017, earning her a place on the Dean's List. 
During undergraduate studies, Sets interned at Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health for two and a half years at the 
Department of Global Health & Population.  She is continuing 
on at Simmons and is now pursuing a Master of Science in 

Behavioural Analysis. 
 

Moiketsi Thipe (Matric 2014)
Ketsi is a Communication Studies major at Boston University 
in her junior year.  She is an intern at the Museum of Fine Arts 

in Boston.  

Moiketsi Thipe

Sinead Reddy (Matric 2017)
Congratulations to Sinead Reddy who 
has been accepted into Agnes Scott 
College. Agnes Scott College is an 
all-women liberal arts college located 
in Decatur, Georgia, USA. Not only was 
Sinead accepted into Agnes Scott but 
she was also awarded The Trailblazer 
Scholarship, a merit-based scholarship 
renewable for up to four years, and is 
worth $25,000.  This is a new scholar-
ship created in the honour of the current 
college president, Elizabeth Kiss. The 
scholarship is awarded to student in the 
intellectual and social challenges of the 
times.



Roedean Old Girls shine at the Masters 
National Swimming Championships 13-17 February 2018 

Back row: 
Jane Asher (Matric1947), Jane (Roberts) Hulley (Matric 1959), 

Anne (Roberts) Jones (Matric 1961), Susan (Roberts) Leuner (Matric 1955), 
Marissa Rollnick (Matric 1968)

Front row: 
Sandra Murray (teacher at Roedean), Charlotte Hulley (Honorary Old Girl)

Professor Marissa Rollnick achieves highly in her age group.
 Charlotte Hulley and Sandy Murray swam enthusiastically in the age groups, 

and they are aspiring to emulate the achievements of the Roberts sisters. 
The Roberts sisters were inspirational in their swimming, receiving many 

medals; but missing the freestyle world relay record by .1 of a second. 
Well done and fingers crossed for next year!

It was interesting to learn about the Roedean Academy and the very inspiring 
scheme it must be for so many pupils.  The 2016 Matric results  were excellent.  
It’s lovely to think of the school thriving and moving forward with the times.   I 
sat Matric in 1954, but I can honestly say that now, and over the years, I have 
valued and appreciated my good fortune, having had a “grounding” at Roedean.   
I still read our Matric poetry book and discovered that another friend in our year 
also keeps the book for bedside reading.   An advantage of old age is having 
time to relive and continue with all the subjects which we find interesting, and to 

which we were introduced at Roedean, South Africa.

The staff we knew have passed on now, but to them I owe a life-long love of 
learning;  it’s so reassuring to realise that decades of pupils, and those still at 
the school, have been and are receiving similar enthusiasm and inspiration;  and 

God bless Africa!

Best wishes and thank you
Liz Reid 

Ursula McGregor 
(nee Puckridge) (1968)

I live in Geneva and would 
be happy to see any Old 
Girls who are passing 
through this beautiful and 
interesting city.

SAVE THE DATE

06 October 2018
FOUNDATION DAY

2 MARCH 2019

Martine de la Harpe 
Congratulations to Martine de la Harpe (Matric 
1979) who was recently featured in the Conde Naste 
magazine for her garden designs. Below is a 
shortened version of this article; if you would like 
more information, please contact Martine through 
her website: www.delaharpelandscapes.co.za

CITIVELD:  Grassland Plantings for suburban gardens!

With rising temperatures and water restrictions 
rapidly becoming the norm, many imported 
gardening styles and practices are no longer suitable 
or relevant for gardens in the suburbs of Johannes-
burg. 

Curious to find local solutions, Designer and 
Sustainable Gardener Martine de la Harpe turned to 
the surrounding ecosystem and found answers in 
the grasslands that define the Highveld.  

Research lead Martine to develop a grassland plant-
ing style that is hardy, water wise and teaming with 
wildlife. “Citiveld” as she calls it, is a scattering of 
perennials through a matrix of grasses. Versatile, 
free spirited and naturally dynamic, these plantings 
are equally suited to formal and informal gardens 
and can be created using indigenous or exotic plants 
or a mix of both.  

THANK YOU FROM AN OLD GIRL 
– Liz Reid (nèe Sinclair) (Matric 1954)



BIRTHS
Oliver James, born to Leonie Stonebridge (née Hulquist) (2006) on 
6 December 2017.

Arabella Heather, born to Victoria (née Osler) (2009) and Rudolph 
Faber on 26 January 2018 in Perth.

Philippa Lin Andrew, born to Megan (Blanckenberg) (2006) and 
Stephen Andrew on 26 March 2018. Granddaughter to 
Lyndsey Blanckenberg (1976) (née van Reenen) 

S.A.O.R.A. BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
Recorded from December 2017 to March 2018 

MARRIAGES OF OLD ROEDEANIANS (SA) 
Congratulations to Gabriele Birkenmayer (Matric 2008) who 
married Mikele Hasson on 11 November 2017.

DEATHS OF OLD ROEDEANIANS (SA)
Angela Lloyd (née Read) (1952), mother of Arabella Caccia (1982) 
died on 19 December 2017.

Adrienne Koch (née Waring) (1951), died on 11 January 2018, sister 
of Frances Waring (1955) and grandmother of Olivia Koch (2005).

Susan (Sue) Duff (née van der Veen), died on 2 February 2018, 
mother of Nicola (Nicky)(2003).

Adrienne Dickson (1946) (née Horack) died in England on 
13 March 2018.

DEATHS OF RELATIVES/FRIENDS 
OF OLD ROEDEANIANS (SA) 
Douglas Notten, brother of Caroline Voget (1975), 
Margaret Rodseth (1980) and Alice (1983) died on 
28 January 2018.

Tony van der Veen, brother of Susan Duff (née van der 
Veen) (1966) and uncle of Nicola Duff (2003) during 
January 2018.

Terry Wilké died 21 February 2018, father of Jean Wilké 
(2002).  Both Terry and Rosemary, his wife, worked at 
Roedean. 

Mr Newby, father of Gill Glen (1970) and Julia Sursok 
(1970) died on 17 February 2018.

ROEDEAN GHOSTS!
Please can you all let me have 
any stories about the ghosts at 
Roedean!

I don’t mind how many ver-
sions of the same story I get – I 
will choose the best! And if we 
uncover any new ones -  that 
would be exciting………..”

Peta Woolcott (Archives)
pwoolcott@roedeanschool.co.za

BLESSING OF 
THE KNEELERS

Kneelers in the names of the following 
pupils were blessed by Father Jeremy 
and put into the chapel on Friday 23 
March: Balungile Mhlabeni, Alison 
Sandilands, Hilary Leitch, Ciara Lynch, 
Kara White, Nina Costella.

If you would like to embroider a kneeler, 
the cost of a full kit, including all the 
threads, is R600.00.

 If you are not an embroiderer yourself, 
we can put you in touch with someone 
who can embroider one for you at a cost 
of R600.00.

NEWS FROM 
THE ARCHIVES


